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IN THE KNOW

MARK THE CALENDAR

Kids Church & 9am Service 
 
Program Kick-off 

September 13, 2026 

El Salvador Missions 
Fundraiser Lunch
Church Event

October 4, 2026

Old Testament Survey 
 
Classes (10 Wks) 

 
October 11, 2026
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UNDERSTANDING THE TIMES
P A S T O R  R O B  H A S L A M 

 
“Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do…”
										          1 Chronicles 12:32 (ESV) 
We live in a world that is constantly changing. Every day brings new conversations, new challenges, new  
opportunities, and often new reasons to feel overwhelmed. Many people find themselves asking, “What is hap-
pening in our world?” and perhaps even more importantly, “How should we respond?” 

The Bible introduces us to a group of people who offer a powerful example for moments like these: the sons of 
Issachar. 

When the tribes of Israel gathered to recognize David as king, the sons of Issachar were described in a unique 
way. They were not remembered because they had the largest army or the greatest resources. They were 
remembered because they “understood the times” and “knew what Israel ought to do.”  Their gift was not 
simply the ability to observe what was happening around them. Their gift was the ability to recognize what God 
was doing and respond faithfully.  

The question for us today is the same: Are we simply reacting to the world around us, or are we  
discerning what God is doing and how His people should respond? 

They Understood the Times
The sons of Issachar understood that the times required more than awareness. They needed spiritual  
discernment.
 
Understanding the times does not mean simply keeping up with news headlines, cultural conversations, or so-
cial trends. It means learning to recognize the spiritual realities behind what is happening around us. It means 
asking, “Where is God at work? What is He inviting His people to do? How should we faithfully live in this mo-
ment?”
 
Jesus challenged the religious leaders of His day because they could interpret the weather but failed to  
recognize the spiritual significance of what God was doing among them:
Matthew 16:3
	 “You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the times.”
 
Scripture reminds us that every season has meaning:
Ecclesiastes 3:1
	 “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”
 
The sons of Issachar teach us that God’s people should not be surprised by the world around them. We should 
seek wisdom from God, through His Word and His Spirit, so that we can understand the season we are living in.
 
A helpful question to ask is: “What season are we in as a church, as families, and as individuals, and 
what is God calling us to do in this season?”
 
They Knew What Israel Ought to Do
The sons of Issachar did not stop with understanding. They moved from insight to action.  Biblical discernment 
is never meant to remain theoretical. Knowing what God is doing should lead us to obedience.
 
They recognized that God was establishing David as king, and they aligned themselves with God’s purposes 
rather than simply holding on to what was familiar. 
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They had the courage to respond when God was doing something new. 
 
This is an important reminder for us: understanding the times is not about predicting the future or having all the 
answers. It is about faithfully asking, “What is my next step of obedience?” 

God calls us to change. He calls us to serve. He calls us to step into places of need that we may not have noticed 
before.  Wisdom is not just knowing what is happening. Wisdom is knowing how God wants us to respond. 

They Led Others 
The sons of Issachar were not just individuals with insight; they were leaders who helped others respond  
faithfully.  The passage tells us they had 200 chiefs, along with their relatives under their command. Their 
discernment was not meant to be kept private. God gave them understanding so they could help guide and 
strengthen others.
 
This is an important picture for the church today.  Leaning into the times does not mean chasing every cultural 
change or simply trying to stay relevant. It means paying attention to where God is already working and asking 
how we can faithfully join Him.  Sometimes that means recognizing a ministry need. Sometimes it means using a 
gift we have been given. Sometimes it means stepping into a place of service we have never considered before. 

As we understand the times we live in, we should also ask: “Where has God uniquely placed me to make a 
difference?” 

God does not call every person to the same role, but He does call every follower of Jesus to participate in His  
mission. The sons of Issachar understood their moment and helped others respond. We are called to do the 
same. 

Our homes need people who understand the times.
Our workplaces need people who understand the times.
Our church needs people who understand the times. 

The question is not only, “What is happening in our world?” but also: “Where is God inviting me to serve in 
this moment?” 

Becoming People Who Discern and Respond
The church does not need more people who simply react to everything happening around them. We do not need 
to be shaped by fear, frustration, or the loudest voices in culture. 

We need people who are rooted in God’s Word, attentive to His Spirit, and willing to respond with courage and 
humility. 

We need modern sons and daughters of Issachar; people who can see clearly, think wisely, serve faithfully, and 
help others follow Jesus. 

As we seek to understand our times, may we continually ask:
Where might God be opening my eyes to something I have missed?
What faithful step of obedience is God inviting me to take?
Where can I use my gifts, time, and influence to serve His purposes? 

May God give us the wisdom to understand the times and the courage to know what His people ought to do.
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