Genesis

UNDERSTANDING THE COVENANT

God'’s promises to the world

READ: GENESIS 15:1-21

INTRODUCTION

The word “covenant” is one of the most important themes in Scripture. It
describes the way God chooses to relate to His people—through promises,
commitments, and relationship. A covenant is more than a contract; it is a
sacred bond, initiated by God, that defines how He interacts with humanity.
From Genesis to Revelation, the story of the Bible is structured around a series
of covenants. God made a covenant with Noah to preserve life (Genesis 9), with
Abraham to create a people (Genesis 15), with Moses to form a nation (Exodus
19-24), and with David to establish a royal line (2 Samuel 7). Each of these
covenants reveals more about God'’s plan of redemption.

The Old Testament prophets longed for a better covenant—one that could
change hearts. Jeremiah spoke of a “new covenant” where God's law would be
written on His people’s hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-34). This promise is fulfilled in
Jesus Christ, who said at the Last Supper, “This cup that is poured out for you
is the new covenant in my blood” (Luke 22:20). In Christ, we are brought into
a new relationship with God—one based not on our ability to keep the law,
but on Jesus’ perfect obedience and sacrifice. Hebrews 8 explains that this
new covenant is superior because it brings inner transformation and eternal
forgiveness.

Understanding covenant helps us grasp the seriousness of sin, the faithfulness
of God, and the security we have in Christ. It moves our faith from mere belief
to deep relationship—a covenantal connection that is unbreakable because it's
sealed in the blood of Jesus (Hebrews 9:15).
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What makes a covenant different from a contract? Why is it significant that
God initiates the covenants in Scripture?

2. Read Genesis 15. What stands out about how God made His covenant with
Abraham? What does it say about God’s role versus Abraham’s?

3. Jeremiah 31:31-34 speaks of a “new covenant.” How does this differ from the
old one made through Moses?

4. According to Luke 22:19-20, what does Jesus say about His blood and the new
covenant? Why is this important for understanding salvation?

5. Hebrews 8 describes a “better covenant.” How does this better covenant
encourage us in our walk with Christ today?

WRAP UP

God does not relate to us on the basis of performance or merit—but by covenant.
Throughout Scripture, we see a faithful God entering into binding promises with
His people to bless, redeem, and dwell with them. Through Jesus Christ, we are
recipients of the new covenant—a relationship based on grace, sealed with His
blood, and guaranteed by His resurrection. Understanding this helps us know
who we are, how deeply we are loved, and how securely we belong to God. Let us
live in that covenant—faithfully, joyfully, and with full assurance that what God
begins, He will always complete (Philippians 1:6).
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The book of Genesis

CREATION

God Creates Everything

READ: GENESIS 1:1 - 2:3

INTRODUCTION

Genesis 1:1-2:3 presents the foundational account of God creating the heavens and the earth.
It is not only the opening to Scripture but the beginning of the grand narrative of redemption.
This passage introduces us to a God who speaks the universe into existence with power, order,
and purpose.

From a young earth perspective, Genesis is taken as a historical and literal account of creation.
The six days are seen as six consecutive 24-hour days (cf. Exodus 20:11), with God resting on
the seventh day. This interpretation affirms the authority of Scripture, the power of God'’s
Word, and the intentionality behind creation. Everything was created “very good” (Genesis
1:31), reflecting God’s wisdom and design. At the same time, to understand the text fully, it’s
important to consider how ancient Near Eastern people would have read it. Unlike surrounding
pagan creation myths—such as the Babylonian Enuma Elish—Genesis 1 doesn’t describe a
battle between gods, but a sovereign Creator who brings order from chaos through peaceful
speech. To ancient readers, Genesis emphasized the uniqueness of Yahweh and the sacredness
of human life made in His image (Genesis 1:26-27).

The structure of the passage reflects intentional literary symmetry—three days of forming
(light, sky/sea, land) followed by three days of filling (sun/moon/stars, birds/fish, animals/
people). God is shown as methodical, sovereign, and relational. The Sabbath rest on day seven
models God’s rhythm for human flourishing and worship (Hebrews 4:9-10). Understanding
creation rightly shapes our view of God, humanity, and purpose. It affirms that we are not
random accidents, but image-bearers created for relationship with the Creator and stewardship
over His world (Psalm 8; Colossians 1:16).
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What does Genesis 1:1-2:3 teach us about God's character? How is He portrayed differently
than in other creation stories of the ancient world?

2. How does believing in a literal six-day creation impact the way we view Scripture’s
authority (cf. Exodus 20:11)?

3. What does it mean to be made in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27)? How should that affect
the way we view ourselves and others?

4. Why is Sabbath rest important in the creation account (Genesis 2:1-3)? How does that
relate to how we rest and worship today?

5. Read Colossians 1:16-17. How does this New Testament passage help us see the role of
Jesus in creation?

WRAP UP

Genesis 1:1-2:3 is not just a beginning—it’s a declaration. God made everything with
intention and care, and He made us to know Him, reflect Him, and live in relationship with
Him. The young earth view affirms God’s Word as trustworthy, and the ancient context helps
us appreciate the beauty and counter-cultural message of a Creator who brings order without
violence, and purpose without randomness. Creation points to a God of power, wisdom, and
love. May we live each day with reverence for the One who made us, rest in His perfect design,
and boldly proclaim that “In the beginning, God...”
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The book of Genesis

THEFALL

Sin’s grip on humanity

READ: GENESIS 3

INTRODUCTION

Genesis 3 tells the story of humanity’s first disobedience—what theologians call “The Fall.”
It explains how sin entered the world and why human beings experience separation from
God, pain, death, and brokenness. This chapter is foundational for understanding the rest of
Scripture: without the fall, there would be no need for redemption.

Adam and Eve were created good and placed in perfect fellowship with God (Genesis 2:25),
but were tempted by the serpent (Satan—cf. Revelation 12:9), and chose to disobey God'’s

one command. Ancient Near Eastern readers would have recognized the themes of wisdom,
temptation, and divine judgment, but the account in Genesis stands apart. Unlike the myths
of the time, this is not a story of gods in conflict or fate manipulating people. It is a relational,
moral fall between the Creator and His image-bearers. The consequence is exile—but with a
promise of redemption (Genesis 3:15).

This “protoevangelium” or “first gospel” (Genesis 3:15) points to the defeat of the serpent
through the seed of the woman—ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Romans 5:12-21; Galatians
4:4-5). Though judgment comes, God’s grace is already at work. Understanding the fall shapes
our view of human nature, sin, and salvation. It reminds us why the world is broken, why we
need a Savior, and why redemption is at the heart of the gospel.
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How does the serpent twist God’s words in Genesis 3:1-5? What tactics of deception does
he still use today (cf. John 8:44)?

2. Why is it significant that Adam and Eve hid from God (v. 8)? What does this reveal about sin
and shame?

3. What are the immediate and long-term consequences of their sin (vv. 14-19)? How do these
relate to the world we live in today?

4. Read Genesis 3:15 alongside Romans 16:20 and Galatians 4:4-5. How do we see the promise
of a Savior already in this chapter?

5. How can we resist temptation like Jesus did (see Matthew 4:1-11; Hebrews 4:15-16)? What
does it mean to live in light of grace after the fall?

WRAP UP

Genesis 3 explains the origin of sin and death, but it also begins the story of grace. God
doesn’t abandon His creation. He covers their shame, speaks a promise of redemption, and
continues to pursue His people. The fall is not the end of the story—but it explains why the
gospel is necessary. As Romans 5:19 says, “For as by the one man’s disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.” Let us live
with humility, recognizing the weight of sin—but also with hope, knowing Christ has come to
undo the curse and bring us back to God.
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The book of Genesis

CAIN AND ABEL

Sin and the Faithfulness of God

READ: GENESIS 4

INTRODUCTION

Genesis 4 picks up where Genesis 3 left off —showing us the effects of sin outside the garden.
Adam and Eve now live east of Eden, and their sons, Cain and Abel, become the center of the
next major event in redemptive history. Cain and Abel both bring offerings to the Lord, but
only Abel’s is accepted. God looks not only at the offering but at the heart of the worshiper
(Hebrews 11:4).

Cain’s response to rejection is not repentance, but anger. God mercifully warns him, saying,

“Sin is crouching at the door... but you must rule over it” (v. 7). This highlights the personal

responsibility we each carry in confronting sin. Instead, Cain murders Abel, introducing the

first act of human violence recorded in Scripture. The consequences are severe: he is cursed

and driven further from God’s presence. Yet even in judgment, God shows mercy. He places

a mark on Cain, protecting him from being killed. This shows God’s justice and His continued
desire to limit sin’s destruction.

The chapter ends with a contrast: while Cain’s descendants establish cities, culture, and
weapons, they also display moral decay (see Lamech in v. 23-24). But a new hope arises in the
birth of Seth. Through his line, people begin “to call upon the name of the Lord” (v. 26)—a hint
that God’s plan of redemption will continue despite humanity’s sin. Genesis 4 teaches us that
sin spreads quickly, but so does God’s grace. The key is how we respond—will we give God our
best, walk humbly before Him, and call on His name?
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why was Abel’s offering accepted and Cain’s rejected? What does that teach us about the
condition of our hearts in worship (cf. Hebrews 11:4)?

2. Inverse 7, God warns Cain about sin. What does this teach us about temptation and
personal responsibility?

3. How do we see God’s justice and mercy at work in His response to Cain after the murder?

4. Read 1 John 3:11-12. How does Cain serve as an example of what happens when we let
jealousy rule over love?

5. What does it mean to “call upon the name of the Lord” (v. 26)? How does this mark a turning
point in the story of humanity?

WRAP UP

Genesis 4 shows us that sin’s reach is wide—but God’s mercy is deeper. Though Cain failed

to master sin, God continued His redemptive work through Seth. In every generation, there

is a choice: to walk away from God or to call on His name. As people shaped by grace, let us
respond to conviction with repentance, live lives of sincere worship, and call on the Lord with
confidence, knowing that He is near to all who seek Him (Psalm 145:18).

PATHWAY COMMUNITY CHURCH HOME GROUP GUIDE Page 2 @



The Book of Genesis

THE FLOOD

The outcome of sin

READ: GENESIS 6-9

INTRODUCTION

Genesis 6-9 tells the story of the great flood—one of the most well-known accounts in all

of Scripture. It is a story of judgment, but also of grace. The flood reveals the seriousness of
sin, the justice of God, and the incredible mercy shown through the salvation of Noah and his
family.

By Genesis 6, human wickedness has spread widely, and God is grieved by the corruption and
violence that fills the earth (Genesis 6:5-7). Yet in the midst of judgment, “Noah found favor
in the eyes of the Lord” (v. 8). God instructs Noah to build an ark and promises to establish
His covenant with him (Genesis 6:18), preserving a remnant for a new beginning. The flood
was not random or impulsive—it was a measured response to unchecked rebellion. And yet,
God provides a way of escape, foreshadowing the ultimate salvation He would one day offer
in Christ (2 Peter 2:5; 1 Peter 3:20-21). Just as the ark provided physical safety, so Jesus is our
refuge from the judgment of sin.

After the waters recede, God makes a covenant with Noah, promising never to destroy the
earth by flood again and setting the rainbow as a sign (Genesis 9:8-17). This covenant points
forward to the greater covenant fulfilled in Jesus, who absorbs judgment on our behalf
(Romans 5:9). The flood reminds us that sin has consequences, but God’'s heart is still to
redeem. He is both Judge and Savior. In Noah’s obedience and God’s covenant, we find a
picture of grace amid the storm.
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What does Genesis 6:5-6 tell us about God's response to human sin? How does that shape
our view of God’s holiness?

2. Why was Noah spared from judgment? What does Genesis 6:9 reveal about his character?

3. How is the ark a symbol or foreshadowing of salvation through Christ (cf. 1 Peter 3:20-21;
Hebrews 11:7)?

4, After the flood, God makes a covenant with Noah. How does this covenant reflect God’s
mercy and faithfulness?

5. Read Romans 6:4 and Colossians 2:12. How is the theme of new life after judgment reflected
in Christian baptism?

WRAP UP

The flood story is both a warning and a promise. God does not overlook sin—but neither does
He abandon those who trust in Him. In Noah’s ark, we see a story of Christ salvation. In the
rainbow, we see His covenant faithfulness. As we consider Genesis 6-9, let it remind us to live
with reverence for God’s holiness and gratitude for His grace. May we walk faithfully like Noah
and proclaim that true salvation is found in the One who endured the storm for us—Jesus
Christ (Titus 3:4-7).
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The Book of Genesis

BABEL

The problem with pride

READ: GENESIS 11:1-9

INTRODUCTION

Genesis 11 records a key moment in early human history—the Tower of Babel. Though only
nine verses long, this passage powerfully reveals the human heart’s desire to exalt itself above
God. In it, we see the danger of pride, the illusion of self-sufficiency, and the mercy of divine
intervention. The people settle in the land of Shinar and say, “Let us build ourselves a city and
a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves” (v. 4). Their motive

is clear: glory for themselves, not glory to God. This pride echoes the sin in Eden—man’s desire
to be like God (Genesis 3:5). Pride always leads us to trust in ourselves instead of submitting to
the Lord (Proverbs 16:18).

God responds by confusing their language and scattering them across the earth. His judgment
is not only punitive—it’s protective. Left unchecked, pride would continue to lead humanity
into deeper rebellion. By breaking their unity, God slows their pursuit of self-exaltation and
redirects His redemptive plan through a chosen people, beginning in the very next chapter
with Abram (Genesis 12:1-3).

This passage reminds us that God actively opposes pride (James 4:6; Proverbs 8:13), not
because He is insecure, but because pride separates us from Him and blinds us to our need for
grace. The only name worth exalting is God’s. The gospel reverses Babel—not through human
effort, but by the Holy Spirit uniting people of every language through Jesus (Acts 2:1-11;
Philippians 2:9-11).
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What motivated the people to build the tower (v. 4)? How does this reveal the human
tendency toward pride and self-glory?

2. How does God’'s response in verses 5-9 reflect His opposition to pride and His commitment
to His purpose for humanity?

3. Read Proverbs 16:18 and James 4:6. Why does God oppose pride so strongly? What are some
modern expressions of this same attitude?

4, How does Acts 2, where the Spirit enables people to understand one another in different
languages, serve as a reversal of Babel?

5. What does it mean to “make a name” for God instead of ourselves? How can we live for His
glory and not our own?

WRAP UP

The Tower of Babel is a warning and a mercy. God will not allow pride to define humanity’s
story. Instead, He humbles the proud and draws the humble near.

Let’s live as those who make much of God’s name, not our own. May we resist the pull to build
monuments to self and instead commit our lives to the mission of the One whose name is
above every name—Jesus Christ (Philippians 2:9-11).
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The Book of Genesis

GOD’S COVENANT

The call of Abraam

READ: GENESIS 12-15

INTRODUCTION

Genesis 12-15 marks a major turning point in Scripture: God calls a man named
Abram and makes a covenant with him that will shape the rest of redemptive
history. This covenant is not just a personal blessing—it is a divine promise that
points forward to Christ and the salvation of the nations.

In Genesis 12, God calls Abram to leave everything familiar and go to a land He
will show him. God promises to make Abram into a great nation, to bless him,
and to make him a blessing to others (Genesis 12:1-3). This is the beginning

of the covenant promise—a relationship grounded in grace and marked by
trust. As Abram journeys in obedience, we see his faith tested and refined.
God reaffirms His promises in Genesis 13 and again in Genesis 15, where He
makes a formal covenant. In Genesis 15, God assures Abram that he will have
descendants as numerous as the stars. Abram believes, and it is “counted to
him as righteousness” (Genesis 15:6)—a key verse later quoted in Romans 4 to
describe justification by faith.

In a dramatic and solemn ceremony, God alone passes between the divided
pieces of the sacrifice (Genesis 15:17), symbolizing that He alone will bear the
responsibility of keeping the covenant. This foreshadows Christ’s sacrificial
death, where God fulfills the promise at great personal cost (Galatians 3:13-14).
Understanding this covenant is essential to understanding the rest of Scripture.
It reveals the heart of God as a faithful promise-keeper, and it points forward
to Jesus, the true offspring of Abraham, through whom all nations are blessed
(Galatians 3:16).
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What does God's initial call to Abram in Genesis 12:1-3 reveal about His plan
for the world?

2. How does Abram respond to God’s promises throughout these chapters? What
does his journey of faith teach us?

3. Read Genesis 15:6 and Romans 4:1-5. What does it mean to be counted
righteous by faith?

4. Why is it significant that God alone passes between the sacrifice in Genesis
15? What does this say about the nature of God’s covenant?

5. How do these chapters point forward to Jesus as the fulfillment of God's
promises to Abram (see Galatians 3:8-14)?

WRAP UP

Genesis 12-15 shows us the foundation of God’'s redemptive plan. He calls Abram
not because of merit, but by grace. He promises to bless, to provide, and to
redeem—and He takes full responsibility for fulfilling that covenant. We are
heirs of that same promise through faith in Jesus Christ. Let us live as people of
covenant—trusting, obeying, and rejoicing in the God who keeps His word and
never fails (2 Corinthians 1:20).
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The Book of Genesis

SODOMAND GOMORRAH

God’s righteous judement

READ: GENESIS 18-19

INTRODUCTION

These chapters describe one of the most sobering accounts in the Old
Testament: the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah. The narrative begins with
God informing Abraham of His plan to investigate the outcry against these cities
(Genesis 18:20-21). Abraham responds with bold intercession, pleading with God
to spare the city if even a few righteous people can be found.

Genesis 19 reveals that Sodom is marked by deep moral corruption, especially
sexual perversion and violence. The Lord sends two angels to warn Lot and
rescue him and his family. Though the people of Sodom persist in their sin,

God in His mercy spares Lot, demonstrating both His justice and His grace (2
Peter 2:6-9). This passage emphasizes God's hatred of sin and His patience in
judgment. He listens to Abraham’s intercession, showing that He is both just and
merciful.

God does not take pleasure in destruction but is willing to delay judgment for
the sake of the righteous (Ezekiel 18:23). In the New Testament, Jesus refers to
Sodom as an example of coming judgment (Luke 17:28-30), and Jude reminds
us that Sodom stands as a warning against immorality and rebellion (Jude 7).
Yet through Abraham’s intercession and God'’s rescue of Lot, we also see the
foreshadowing of Christ—who intercedes for sinners and offers rescue from
judgment (Hebrews 7:25).
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why does God reveal His plan to Abraham in Genesis 18:17-19? What does this
tell us about God's desire to involve His people in His purposes?

2. How does Abraham’s intercession reveal both God’s justice and His mercy?
What can we learn from Abraham’s prayer?

3. What stands out to you about the sins of Sodom in Genesis 19? How do these
reflect larger patterns of rebellion against God?

4. Read 2 Peter 2:6-9 and Jude 7. How do these passages interpret the story of
Sodom in light of New Testament truth?

5. What hope can we draw from God’s mercy in sparing Lot and his family? How
does this point us to salvation in Christ?

WRAP UP

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is a sobering reminder that God takes
sin seriously—but also that He is merciful to those who turn to Him. Through
Abraham's prayer and God’'s rescue of Lot, we see both divine judgment and
saving grace. As followers of Christ, we are called to live faithfully in a broken
world—interceding, warning, loving, and holding fast to the God who saves. Let
us flee sin, seek righteousness, and trust in the One who rescues us from the
judgment we deserve (Romans 5:9).
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The Book of Genesis

Trusting the God who provides

READ: GENESIS 22

INTRODUCTION

Genesis 22 is one of the most intense and pivotal moments in Abraham’s life—
and in the story of redemption. God tests Abraham by asking him to sacrifice

his long-awaited son, Isaac. This test challenges not only Abraham’s obedience
but his trust in the promise of God. How could God ask for Isaac, the son through
whom the covenant would be fulfilled (Genesis 21:12)? Abraham responds with
faith.

He rises early, takes Isaac up the mountain, and assures his son that “God will
provide for himself the lamb” (Genesis 22:8). Just as Abraham raises the knife,
the angel of the Lord stops him, and a ram is provided as a substitute. Abraham
names the place “The Lord will provide” (Yahweh Yireh), a truth that echoes
throughout Scripture. This moment powerfully foreshadows the sacrifice of
Jesus. Like Isaac, Jesus is a beloved Son (Matthew 3:17). He carries the wood

of His sacrifice (John 19:17). But unlike Isaac, there is no substitute for Jesus—
He is the substitute. God did not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all
(Romans 8:32).

This chapter invites us to consider what we hold most dearly. Are we willing

to trust God with everything—even our most precious relationships, plans, or
dreams? Abraham’'s story reminds us that obedience is costly, but God is faithful.
He provides what we need, when we need it, and ultimately, He provides Himself
in Christ.
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why do you think God tested Abraham in this way? What does it reveal about
Abraham'’s faith and relationship with God?

2. How do you think Abraham felt during the journey and what does his
response (vv. 5, 8) say about his trust in God?

3. In what ways does the story of Isaac point forward to the sacrifice of Jesus (cf.
Romans 8:32, John 1:29)?

4. What might it look like in your life to say, “The Lord will provide”"? Where is
God asking you to trust Him more deeply?

5. How does this story shape your understanding of true worship and surrender?

WRAP UP

Genesis 22 shows us that faith is not just about belief—it's about trust in action.
Abraham’'s obedience was radical, but so was God’s provision. At the heart of this
story is the gospel: a Father who offers His Son so that we might live. May we
live as people who trust God fully, surrender freely, and worship deeply—always
remembering that the Lord will provide. (Hebrews 11:17-19; John 3:16)
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The Book of Genesis

God'’s Purposes and our Choices

READ: GENESIS 25:19-34

INTRODUCTION

The story of Jacob and Esau is one of sibling rivalry, divine sovereignty, and

the consequences of human choices. Even before birth, God told Rebekah that
the older (Esau) would serve the younger (Jacob) (Genesis 25:23), revealing His
sovereign plan. Yet the way the events unfold shows a mix of faith, manipulation,
and impulsive decisions.

In Genesis 25, Esau sells his birthright to Jacob for a bowl! of stew, showing how
little he values the spiritual inheritance given to him. Hebrews 12:16-17 later
warns believers not to be like Esau, who traded what was eternal for what was
temporary.

In Genesis 27, Jacob—prompted by his mother Rebekah—deceives his father
Isaac to receive the blessing intended for Esau. The blessing is given, but the
family is left fractured. God’s purposes are accomplished, but the way Jacob and
Rebekah act leaves a trail of pain and broken trust.

This account reminds us that while God’s plans cannot be thwarted (Job 42:2),
our choices matter. Impulsiveness, deceit, and self-reliance lead to regret, while
faith and patience honor God's timing. It also points us to Christ, the true heir of
all things (Hebrews 1:2), who secures our inheritance not through deception, but
through His sacrifice.
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. What does Esau’s choice in Genesis 25:29-34 teach us about valuing spiritual
things over temporary satisfaction?

2. How do you see God's sovereignty at work in this story, even through the
flawed actions of Jacob and Rebekah?

3. What were the consequences of Jacob’'s deception in Genesis 27 for his family
relationships?

4. How does Hebrews 12:16-17 use Esau as a warning for believers today?

5. In what ways does Jesus secure our spiritual inheritance differently than
Jacob obtained his blessing?

WRAP UP

Jacob and Esau’s story is a powerful reminder of both God’'s sovereignty and
human responsibility. Esau’s impulsiveness and Jacob’s deceit contrast sharply
with the patience and truthfulness God desires. Ultimately, our hope is in Jesus,
who faithfully secures the blessing and inheritance we could never earn.

Let us be people who treasure the things of God, trust His timing, and live with
integrity—confident that His purposes will stand.

PATHWAY COMMUNITY CHURCH HOME GROUP GUIDE Page 2 @



The Book of Genesis

Seeing God’s Plan

READ: GENESIS 37:1-36

INTRODUCTION

Jacob openly favors Joseph, demonstrated by the giving of a special robe (likely
a sign of honor and authority). This favoritism mirrors the dysfunction Jacob
experienced growing up with Isaac and Rebekah (Genesis 25:28). Scripture
repeatedly warns of the destructive power of favoritism (James 2:1-4). The result
here is escalating hostility within the family. This is probably what led to such a
frustration with Joseph when he started dreaming.

Joseph’s dreams are not ordinary—they are prophetic revelations of God'’s

plan. The imagery of sheaves and heavenly bodies communicates dominion

and authority. Theologically, God reveals His will in advance, showing His
sovereign rule over the future (Amos 3:7). Joseph’s error may not be in receiving
the dreams but in how he shared them without discernment, provoking envy
(Proverbs 29:11). Hebrews 11:22 later reminds us that Joseph’s faith was anchored
in God’s promises. But, envy drives Joseph’s brothers to contemplate murder (cf.
James 3:16). Reuben proposes sparing Joseph, while Judah suggests selling him,
reflecting human compromise when faced with sin. The sale of Joseph for silver
anticipates Judas’ betrayal of Jesus (Matthew 26:15). Here we see how unchecked
jealousy escalates into violence, fulfilling what Proverbs 14:30 warns: “envy
makes the bones rot.”

The brothers deceive Jacob with Joseph’s robe dipped in blood. This deception
mirrors Jacob’s own trickery in Genesis 27, showing how sin patterns perpetuate
through generations (Galatians 6:7). Jacob’s grief highlights the destructive
ripple effect of sin: while the brothers achieved their goal of removing Joseph,
they caused deep family sorrow and guilt. Though Joseph’s circumstances
appear tragic, the dreams point to God’s sovereign plan. Joseph’s descent into
Egypt begins the process by which God will preserve His people. This introduces
the biblical theme of God using human sin to accomplish divine purposes
(Romans 8:28; Acts 2:23).

PATHWAY COMMUNITY CHURCH HOME GROUP GUIDE Pagel @



THE BOOK OF GENESIS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How does favoritism contribute to division in Joseph's family? Where do we
see warnings against favoritism in Scripture?

2. What do Joseph's dreams teach us about God's sovereignty? How should
believers handle God-given revelation or calling with humility?

3. What role does jealousy play in the brothers’ sin? How can we guard against
envy in our own hearts?

4. In what ways does Joseph’s betrayal foreshadow the betrayal of Christ? What
does this teach us about God's redemptive plan?

5. How does this chapter encourage us to trust God’s providence, even when
circumstances appear unjust?

WRAP UP

Genesis 37 is not just the story of family betrayal—it is a window into God's
providential purposes. The jealousy of Joseph’s brothers, Jacob’s favoritism, and
Joseph’s youthful boldness all set the stage for God's larger plan of redemption.
What men meant for evil, God would turn for good. In Christ, we see the ultimate
fulfillment: the one betrayed and rejected becomes the Savior of the world.
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The Book of Genesis

God'’s Providence and our Response

READ: GENESIS 45: 1-15; 50: 15-21

INTRODUCTION

Genesis 45 and 50 bring us to the climax of Joseph’s story, where he reveals

his identity to his brothers and later reassures them after their father Jacob’s
death. These passages highlight one of the most powerful themes in Scripture:
forgiveness rooted in God’s sovereignty. Joseph, once betrayed, enslaved, and
imprisoned, now stands in a position of power in Egypt. Yet rather than seeking
revenge, he extends grace, recognizing God's providence at work. When Joseph
reveals himself in Genesis 45, his brothers are terrified, expecting anger or
punishment. But Joseph reframes his suffering in light of God’s purposes: “God
sent me before you to preserve life” (45:5). He interprets his past not through
bitterness but through trust in God’s sovereignty. Forgiveness begins with a God-
centered perspective; when we trust God’s purposes, we are freed from being
consumed by what others have done to us (Romans 12:19).

Joseph’s forgiveness also leads to reconciliation. He weeps over his brothers,
embraces them, and provides for their families (45:14-15). Forgiveness in the
Bible is never merely the absence of revenge—it actively restores relationships
and reflects God’s reconciling love in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). Later, after
Jacob’s death, Joseph’s brothers again fear retaliation. Their guilt remains,
showing how shame can linger even after forgiveness has been offered (50:15-
18). Joseph reassures them, repeating his confidence in God’s sovereignty:
“You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good” (50:20). Here Joseph
demonstrates the biblical truth that judgment belongs to God alone (Romans
12:19) and that God can redeem even the darkest circumstances (Romans 8:28).
The cross of Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of this truth: the greatest act of
human evil—the crucifixion of Jesus—became the greatest act of divine good,
our salvation (Acts 2:23).

Ultimately, Joseph’s forgiveness points us to the gospel. Just as Joseph forgave
those who wronged him, we are called to forgive others because God has
forgiven us in Christ (Ephesians 4:32). His story reminds us that forgiveness is
not natural but supernatural, flowing out of our experience of God’s grace. This
kind of forgiveness means releasing bitterness, refusing revenge, and seeking
reconciliation where possible, modeling the love we have received in Christ.
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THE BOOK OF GENESIS

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. How does Joseph’s understanding of God's sovereignty (Genesis 45:5, 50:20)
shape his ability to forgive?

2. What is the difference between simply withholding revenge and actively
pursuing reconciliation? How does Joseph model this?

3. Why do Joseph’s brothers still fear him after Jacob’s death? What does this
reveal about guilt and shame?

4. How does Joseph’s forgiveness point us forward to the forgiveness we receive
in Christ?

5. Who in your life do you need to forgive, and what would it look like to pursue
reconciliation with them?

WRAP UP

Joseph’s forgiveness shows us that true reconciliation is possible when we

see life through God’s providence. His story calls us to trust in God’s sovereign
purposes, release bitterness, and extend forgiveness to others. Ultimately,
Joseph’s words point us to the cross, where the greatest evil was turned into the
greatest good. As followers of Christ, may we live as forgiven people who freely
forgive others, bearing witness to the God who redeems all things.
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